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of some new system of easy adoption. I am quite aware 
that the novelty, the expense, and the spoiling the ap- 
pearance of land, will be objections urged; and that many, 
eager to profit, will risk wire-worms, weeds, &c. : but to 
bring about permanent improvement is the object ; and 
the liberal-minded will, I hope, fairly try the experi- 
ment. 

Societies can more efficiently direct public attention 
than individuals. To the Society of Arts and Manufactures 
I detail the results of my experience and experiments ; 
and if profitable employment, and if some permanent 
improvement to native land should also result, I shall 
be content. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
A. AiKJN, Esq. George C. Burrows. 

Secretary, Sfc. Sjc. 



No. III. 

COTTAGE ALLOTMENTS. 

In the 49th Vol. of the Society's Transactions is a paper 
by Mr. George Aikin, describing the first effects of small 
allotments of land to the agricultural labourers on the 
estate of W. D. C. Cooper, Esq., in the parish of Todding- 
ton, in the county of Bedford. The Society were desirous 
of ascertaining how far the good results that followed the 
first introduction of this plan continue to be realised. 
They therefore directed their Secretary to address a letter 
VOL. L. c 
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to Mr. Cooper, stating their wishes; and the following 
answer was received from that gentleman. 



Park House, Highgate, 
Sir, Aug. 5th, 1835. 

Absence from home, and some other pressing matters, 
have prevented me from sooner replying to your inquiries 
respecting the labourers' allotments on my estate at Tod- 
dington, but I have at length been able to note down a 
few observations for the Committee of Correspondence, 
which I trust will not be unacceptable. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
A. AiKiN, Esq. Wm. D. C. Cooper. 

Secretary, ^'c. Sfc. 



Gentlemen, 

On the receipt of Mr. Aikin's letter I wrote to my 
steward for an answer to several queries, as 1 had some 
reason to apprehend that the results were not so beneficial, 
generally, as I wished them to be. From him I have re- 
ceived a succinct account of each occupier and his family, 
and how the land is managed : and 1 am glad to have it in 
my power to slate that, with very few exceptions, they are 
industrious, and turn it to good account. Not being on 
the spot myself, and not able to exercise that superin- 
tendence over them which a residence would give me, I 
find that some errors have crept in, and some deviations, 
which have exposed several of them to the forfeiture of 
their lands ; but this very deviation is a proof of their 
eagerness to get possession of the lands. I find one man 
has three allotments in his holding, another has two; 
some have let their allotments to others, without saying a 



AGRICULTURE. ]9 

word either to myself or steward. I need not make any 
remark as to the impropriety of such proceedings, nor 
of its mischievous effects. I shall discharge some, and 
threaten the less guilty. I would not take advantage of 
the conditions under which they hold, which is immediate 
forfeiture of the crop : at the present season this would 
be a serious evil to them. 

I wish I could say that its effects had been as beneficial 
to their habits as I had, perhaps too fondly, hoped. I 
require them to attend some place of public worship on 
Sundays ; but I fear to little purpose. The temptations of 
the beer-shops which abound in this village, or rather 
decayed town, are too strong to be resisted, where there is 
a little facility in raising the means ; and I do apprehend 
that the produce of their lands too often finds its way into 
these pernicious dens of iniquity. I find also another evil 
attends them; and this, perhaps, may be chargeable upon 
the system more than the men. All those who have allot- 
ments are bad labourers to others ; that is, in fine weather 
they are so anxious about their own, that they do not 
consider the farmer's wants, and are too apt to leave him 
when most wanted. On this account I suspect half an 
acre (which is the average of each allotment) to be too 
much, not for their wants, but for their condition as 
labourers : and I am not certain that it does not operate 
to prevent them from being employed, when they would 
otherwise be gladly engaged, by the farmer, at times when 
they have little to do upon their own lands. 

When I first granted these allotments, I had these 
objects in view : to restore the labourer to that sense of 
independence which he formerly possessed, when he could 
keep his cow or his pig on the common, and had, perhaps, 
a garden ; and could therefore look forward to a long 
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winter without apprehension of being starved, or, what 
was formerly considered as bad, the workhouse; to instil 
into him those habits of industry which he had lost under 
the demoralising operation of the management of the poor 
as it has been conducted of late years ; and further, with a 
view to lower the poor rates, and thus better the condition 
both of the farmer and the landlord. In fact, I considered 
it would be a means of general benefit. 

With respect to the first point, that, I think, has in a 
great measure succeeded. I know many of the better 
sort look upon the land almost as their own ; and on ob- 
serving to one of them, who was anxious to have a cottage 
and six acres, to relieve him from the necessity of all 
application to his parish, that he must in that case give 
up the piece he was occupying, his immediate answer 
was, " No, Sir, I can't do that — that's like my own: and 
I've got it into such capital condition. No, Sir, I can't 
give that up." This feeling I believe to be spreading. 
Generally speaking, the habits of industry are generated 
not only in the men, but in their children, as may be seen 
by the numbers at work. 

I regret to add, that as yet it has produced no visible 
alteration in the poor rates. Some good must have ac- 
crued, for it has enabled most of them to pay their cottage 
rents who never did it before ; and so far the parish has 
derived benefit, as well as the proprietors of the cottages 
(of which, by the way, I have scarcely any). But I have 
another observation to make, and it is an important one. 
I feel much inclined to think that, instead of my labourers 
exerting themselves to keep from the parish, the facility 
with which the overseers have granted them relief, be- 
cause they complained of having no work and had so 
many children, thus exacting a larger allowance, has been 
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the means of leading them to look to this source for the 
payment of their rents. The new system of the Poor 
Laws, by exercising a more rigorous inspection into the 
means of the poor man, will, I trust, break through this 
plan, so fatal to their making the best use of the means 
which the possession of half an acre oi good land ought to 
put in their power. I consider that half an acre ought to 
enable them to live through the winter, supposing they get 
little or no employment; and that their labour in the 
spring, summer, and autumn, ought to maintain them, and 
still leave them time enough to cultivate their lands. 

Perhaps I may be excused for trespassing on the time 
of the Committee ; but I would observe, that there is a 
lesson I want to teach them, and that is, to lay up their 
crops as stores to apply to, and not to sell them as gain. 
It makes this difference : the man who keeps his crops — 
I allude particularly to potato-crops — has an unfailing 
source of food ; while the man who sells may have had 
his money in his pocket, but when winter comes, he finds 
it not. The poor are improvident. My maxim is, — keep 
a store for the winter, and if you have an excess, then, by 
all means, sell. 

It may not be extraneous to say, that I have been 
given to understand, that at the late riots at Ampthill, 
application was made to the Toddington labourers to go, 
but not a man accompanied the rioters. It is but right I 
should record this to their honour. 

I am not aware that I have, any other remarks to 
make. I fear I shall already have been thought tedious. 
My hope is, that the poor man who has an allotment will 
look to it as a means of raising him in the estimation of 
the world and of himself, and that, under God's blessing, 
it will lead him to be thankful to him for the benefits it 
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may confer, if properly applied : and that thus he will 
become a better neighbour, a better husband and father, 
and a pious Christian. 

I am, Gentlemen, &c. &c. 

Wm. D. C. Cooper. 

The quantity of land let is thirty-seven acres, one rood, 
five poles ; and the number of allotments eighty-two. 



No. IV. 

FREEING FRUIT-TREES FROM INSECTS. 

The Thanks of the Society were voted to Mr. RiCHARD 
Garth, of Crackpol, near Richmond, Yorkshire, for 
the following account of his method of freeing Goose- 
berry-Trees from Caterpillars. 

Crackpol, Swaledale, near Richmond, Yorkshire, 
Sir, March \st, 1834. 

Finding that it is the wish of the Society of Arts, &c. to 
receive information respecting any " eifectual methods of 
destroying noxious insects, and preventing blights, or in 
any way improving the health of trees or plants," I trust 
that the following notice of a successful experiment for 
clearing caterpillars, &c. from the gooseberry-shrub, may 
not be unworthy the notice of the Society. The goose- 
berries in my garden were nearly destroyed, year after 
year, by caterpillars, a complaint very general in this part 
of the country : after trying many things to no purpose, 



